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ACTION PM-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 ACDA-19 AEC-11 OMB-01 CIAE-00 

INR-10 L-03 NEA-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 GAC-01 
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SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKIAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
USDEL SALT 

USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
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TAGS: PFOR, PARM, EEC, FR, NATO, IT, GW 
SUBJECT: MBFR: ITALIAN PAPER AND EC POLITICAL 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS. 

REF: A. ROME 2748; B. STATE 63548 

1 . FRG DISARMAMENT COMMISSIONER ROTH ASKED EMBOFF TO 
CALL APRIL 10 FOR PURPOSE OF REVIEWING ITALIAN PAPER ON 
MBFR HANDED GERMANS MARCH 28 AND PRESENTED BY DUCCI AT 
MARCH 30 POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING. EMBOFF' S PERUSAL 
OF PAPER CONFIRMED THAT IT FOLLOWED LINES REPORTED BY 
EMBASSY ROME IN REF A, WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON 
LIMITING INITIAL REDUCTIONS TO US AND SOVIET FORCES IN 
CENTRAL EUROPE. ITALIAN PAPER MARSHALLED NUMEROUS 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST INDIGENOUS ( I. E. BUNDESWEHR) FORCE 
CUTS, STRESSING THAT SUCH EUROPEAN FORCES REDUCTIONS 
WOULD GIVE SOVIETS INSTRUMENT TO DIVIDE ALLIANCE AND 
INTERFERE WITH GERMAN OR OTHER ALLIED FORCES. ITALIAN 
PAPER ALSO WARNED THAT INDIGENOUS CUTS COULD RESULT IN 
DISCRIMINATION IN STATUS OF VARIOUS WEST AND EAST 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, COULD CONFLICT WITH FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN EUROPEAN UNIFICATION AND THAT 
MBFR REDUCTIONS UNLIKELY TO AFFECT SOVIET TERRITORY. 
ITALIANS ARGUED THAT THESE VIEWS CORRESPOND TO JUDGMENT 
OF MOST ALLIES, INCUDING US, UK AND FRANCE; ( ROTH 
NOTED THAT CANADIANS AND BRITISH SAY THEV PERCEIVE 
THEIR FORCES IN GERMANY AS " EUROPEAN INDIGENOUS FORCES” 
RATHER THAN STATIONED FORCES). 

2. ROTH SAID HE HAS INFORMED ITALIAN EMBASSY HERE THAT 
FRG HAS DECOUPLED MBFR FROM PROPOSED REFORMS IN 
BUNDESWEHR FORCE STRUCTURE. HE ADDED THAT ON THE BASIS 
OF RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH CDU SHADOW DEFENSE MINISTER 
WERNER AND OTHER SELECTED SPD, FDP AND CDU BUNDESTAG 
DEPUTIES, HE AND FONMIN SCHEEL HAVE CONCLUDED THAT 
BUNDESTAG COULD BE SATISFIED WITH INITIAL MBFR PACKAGE 
INCLUDING LIMITED DURATION ( PERHAPS FIVE YEAR) FLA 
CONCERNING GERMAN AND SOME OTHER EUROPEAN FORCES AS 
SUCH AN FLA WOULD PROVIDE ADEQUATE LINK TO HOLD OPEN 
PROSPECT FOR POSSIBLE SUBSEQUENT 

REDUCTIONS IN BUNDESWEHR FORCES IN AN MBFR- H. AS 
INDICATED BONN 5151, FONOFF IS PRESENTLY SEEKING TO 
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SELL THIS APPRAOCH TO DEFMIN LEBER AND CHANCELLOR BRANDT 
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BEFORE BRANDT' S DEPARTURE FOR MAV 1-2 VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON. 

3. BOTH ROTH AND FONOFF EC POE INTEGRATION DEPT 
DIRECTOR HANSEN RAISED WITH EMBOFF SEPARATELY THE 
QUESTION OF US ATTITUDE TOWARD EC DISCUSSIONS OF MBFR. 
DRAWING ON DEPT 1 S GUIDANCE IN REF B, EMBOFF SAID US HAS 
NO OBJECTION TO SUCH EC CONSULTATIONS. INDICATED THAT 
US BELIEVES NATO MUST REMAIN PRIMARY FORM FOR 
CON SUL ATION S ON MBFR, AND THUS DESCRIBED US 
ATTITUDE AS ONE OF BENEVOLENT NEUTRALITY. 

HILLENBRAND 
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